
Biography of Henri Rousseau

This is a picture that Rousseau painted of himself in 1903. 
He called it, “Self Portrait of the Artist with a Lamp”.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Henri_Rousseau_-_Self-portrait_of_the_Artist_with_a_Lamp.jpg


Rousseau’s Childhood

• Henri Julien Félix Rousseau was born in Laval, a town in 
the Loire Valley of France. 

• He was a painter.  He belonged to the Post-
Impressionist art movement.

• He was a self-taught artist, which means he didn’t go 
to art school.

• Rousseau came from a poor family.  He went to a 
boarding school because his family had nowhere to 
live.

• A boarding school is a school where children live all the 
time.  They don’t go home at night.



After School
• After leaving school, Rousseau trained to be a lawyer, but 

got into trouble for committing perjury. 

• “Committing perjury” means telling lies in court.  He joined
the army to escape from his problems.

• When his father died, Rosseau moved to Paris to support 
his mother.  He worked for the government as a customs 
officer.

• A “customs officer” is someone who controls the import 
and export of goods and collects taxes for the government.

• In 1868 he married Clémence Boitard.  They had 9 children, 
but only 7 survived.  Clémence died in 1888.

• He married his second wife, Josephine Noury, in 1898.



Career as an Artist
• Rousseau retired from his government job in 1893 to 

become a full-time artist.

• He painted many jungle scenes.  However, Rousseau 
never saw a real jungle – he never left France!

• He learned about the jungle from books and from 
talking to people who visited the jungle.

• People laughed at his pictures because they thought 
they were simplistic and childish.

• However, nowadays Rousseau is a respected artist and 
his pictures are very famous.



“The Sleeping Gypsy” (1897)
This is one of Rousseau’s most famous paintings.  In the picture, a lion finds a 

gypsy woman sleeping under the moonlight.



“The Hungry Lion Throws Itself on the Antelope” (1905)
In this picture, a lion has caught an antelope and is eating it.  There are some 

other animals in the picture – can you see them?



“Monkeys in the Orange Grove” (1910)
To see the presentation about this picture again, click here.

http://www.henrirousseau.org/Apes-In-The-Orange-Grove-large.html
http://soniaukclilartinenglish.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/year_5_monkeys_in_the_orange_grove.pdf


“The Dream” (1910)
This is Rousseau’s final painting.  He painted it just a few months before he died.

In the picture, there is a nude woman listening to a musician playing a pipe.  There 
are jungle animals hidden amongst the leaves – can you see them?



More about Rousseau...

To see more pictures by Henri Rousseau and 
read more about his life, visit this website:

http://www.henrirousseau.org/

http://www.henrirousseau.org/

